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We'll be ‘Ri

Shade Tree Commission plans
day-long program about trains

BY PHILIP DEVENCENTIS
Assistant Editor

Although they're sometimes
considered the bane of modern-
day suburbanites, trains once pro-
vided the boon for fledgling com-
munities, such as Dumont.

An image of a steam locomo-
tive features prominently on
Dumont’s seal, and the railroad
could be called the borough’s
backbone, as it cuts north to south
across its landscape.

With as many as five tracks at
one time, the railroad for decades
facilitated a way for local citizens
to commute and for commerce to
cultivate.

It’s a history the Dumont Shade
Tree Commission is sharing free
of charge at its arboretum on West
Shore Avenue on June 6.

The program, called “Riding
the Rails Through History,” is the
product of months of research
and information-gathering by the
commission, which one would
think has no business studying the
railroad in the first place.

But, according to commission
president Raymond Slaman, he
and Shade Tree members feel a
unique connection to it due to its
proximity to their arboretum.

“Our home is right next to the |

railroad,” Slaman said.

The program, which is slated to
run for six hours, will include
working train displays; to-scale
models of railroad structures, such

as the borough’s Jong-gone switch |

house; question-and-answer ses-
sions with professional engineers;
dozens of artifacts and historic
photos; and, a safety demonstra-
tion by Operation Lifesaver Inc.

A diorama will be put on view
of Dumont’s original downtown,
which centered around W.
Quackenbush Avenue, the site of
the borough’s first train station,
from 1883 to 1912.

Passenger service ceased in
Dumont in 1957, and the bor-
ough’s third train station, on West
Shore Avenue, was torn down.

West Shore Avenue, by the
way, takes its name from the West
Shore Railroad, the company

This event is sponsored by the Dumont Shade Tree Commission.

This picture was taken in 1947 from a railroad signal station, just north of New Milford Avenue
in Dumont, by local photographer Harry Zannie.

whose tracks once ran through
the borough. The railroad’s name
refers to the west shore of the
Hudson River.

Commission members say
there also will be screenings of
two short films at the program:
one depicting day-to-day life in
Dumont during the height of the
borough’s dependence on the rail-
road in the ’40s, and another shot

SEE RAILROAD, PAGE 14

% For information on the Adopt-A-Tree Program, please visit www.DUMONTSHADETREE.org. T
Please also visit www. FOTST.org for additional information on the Dumont Shade Tree Arboretum,
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ident Thomas Fisichella.

ALL ABOARD!

WHAT: ‘Riding the Rails Through History,’ presented by the Dumont

Shade Tree Commission.

WHEN: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, June 6.
WHERE: Arboretum on West Shore Avenue.
INFORMATION: Facebook.com/DumontShadeTree.
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ry lesson for a lot of people.”

that day.

“yery young age.”

from an engineer’s point-of-view,
as his train traveled north, from
Weehawken through towns in

Children will be occupied by a
railroad-themed coloring contest
and a retelling of Watty Piper’s
“The Little Engine that Could.”

The engine pulling all of it
together is commission vice pres-

“The history is so rich,” said
Fisichella, who made many of the
displays-and models for the pro-

| gram.

About his idea for it, which he
said sprouted about 10 months
ago, he added, “It started off slow,
and then, everyone seemed to
jump aboard. This will be a histo-

Among those who contributed
the most to researching the bor-
ough’s railroad history in time for
the program was James Parrish, an
Eagle Scout and 2010 graduate of
Dumont High School, who com-
piled a book about it. A 40-page
manuscript of the book, the title of
which is the same as the program,
will be for sale at the arboretum

Parrish, whose mother, Kath-
leen Sheridan-Parrish, is a Shade
Tree member, said he was a rail-
road -enthusiast, beginning at a

“For as long as I can remem-

ber,” said Parrish, who is Fisichel-

la’s neighbor. “It’s definitely an
interest of mine.”

Carol Banicki, a retired fifth-
grade teacher at Grant School and
a local historian, also-will con-
tribute to the program by narrating
one of the films.

“It’s a program for people of all
ages,” said Banicki, a Bergenfield
resident who currently is working
on a project with the Borough of
Cresskill to restore Camp Merritt
Memorial Circle and the obelisk
erected in the middle of it.

Banicki said the railroad in
Dumont was vital for Camp Mer-
ritt during World War I, playing a
major role as a embarkation point
for American troops headed over-
seas.

“It’s important for young peo-
ple to know what happened with
the railroad,” Banicki said. “It’s an
era that’s gone, so the best way to
learn about it is to hear from engi-
neers and historians.” ;

Referring to recent headlines
about. concerns over crude oil
being shipped by rail, she added,
“We need to get more positive
things out there about the trains,
and how important they are.”

Fisichella concurred, saying,
“Trains have always been for
everyone. If you're interested in
history, we tried to cover all of the
bases.”
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